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collected in order to mark, the calves and select the fat ones for sale and for other purposes. The gauchos gallop off in different directions and first collect the animals in small groups on the open plains. If they tried to drive them directly forward, the animals would bolt in all directions, so the riders circle round and round and cause the group also to move round and round and, at the same time, to go gently forwards in the desired direction. When the herd is within a hundred yards of the corral
CATTLE   ON  THE  PAMPAS.
it begins to get suspicious,, but its fears are quietened by the sight of a few old cart oxen lazily chewing the cud. When the herd is within fifty yards, a man on horseback JJjrges-the three old bullocks towards the mouth of the corral and then slips away. The three traitors trot off to the corral and the wild cattle follow at a canter. The animals press upon each other and, as the entrance is narrow, the crush soon becomes quite terrifying; some of the cattle break loose, and they a&e pursued
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